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(57) Abstract: A method of heat treating a double-ta- 
per steel wire having tapered-off portions at the opposite 
ends of a uniform-diameter straight portion, wherein a 
wire diameter is continuously detected by wire diameter 
detecting means (3, 6) and inputs to a quenching heating 
coil (4) and a tempering heating coil (7) arc conlrollcd 
by a control device (12) in response to the detected wire 
diameter to thereby heat treat the steel wire to a tem- 
perature uniform in its length-wise direction, whereby 
providing a double-taper steel wire almost equal in ten- • 
sile strengtli at small- and large-diameter portions. 
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